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The wind raises clouds of salty dust and sand which foul the
wells and make human life exceedingly difficult.

The climate is dry and continental in the extreme. Astra-
khan is as cold as Pskov in winter. There is practically no
snow cover to protect the soil. In summer hot, dry winds
from the deserts of Central Asia cover the farms of the damper
steppe lands west of the Volga with a fine dust, and often
completely wither and destroy the crops.

The black soils of the north-western corner of the region,
however, are exceedingly fertile, and the climate is moister
and consequently more favourable for agriculture.

Between Saratov and ^Stalingrad the soils are mainly of
the chestnut-brown type, fertile, but limited in their produc-
tive capacity by the small amount of precipitation. In the
arid lands south-east of Stalingrad a narrow strip of green
on either side of the Volga runs across the countryside,
strongly, reminiscent of the lands on either side of the Nile.
The rich alluvial soils are of great value for agriculture.
Close to the Volga there are dense thickets of reeds and rushes,
four to six metres in height, with the red Indian lotus growing
in their midst.

The marked differentiation between the north-west, central,
and southern sections of the lower Volga region is reflected
in the following table:

AREA
	PRECIPITATION
 (ANNUAL), IN INCHES
	POPULATION (MAINLY CONCENTRATED IN VILLAGES), PER SQTTARE MILE

North-west Central Steppe   -Southern   Dry   Steppe and Semi-desert
	i r-8 to 17-7 5-9 to u -8
 Under 5-9
	104-0 36-0
 3'6

The Volga is the highway which unites these three sections
and provides large areas near the river with water. Below
Stalingrad spring floods extend over a belt of land on either
side of the river to a breadth of 28 rniles, converting it into a
huge 'oasis,' where orchards and melon gardens flourish.